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The belief… 

Millennialism is the belief that there will be a Golden Age where Jesus reigns on earth for one-
thousand years before the final judgment.  

• What is the appeal of such a teaching? 

 

What that reign looks like is often disputed by those who hold to the concept of a literal one-
thousand year reign.  It is difficult for them to sometimes find common ground.   

• Post-Tribulation Premillennialism 

  

• Pre-Tribulation Premillennialism 

 

 

• Postmillennialism 
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• Amillennialism 

 

 

The history… 

In the early years of Christian Church, it would not have been unusual that believers would have 
been eager to watch for Jesus’ return.  See Acts 1:11. Though Jesus’ kingdom is a different kind 
of kingdom (John 18:36), a number of early Church Fathers held some views that modern 
millennialists now share about a 1000 year reign.  Their views were not addressed by any Church 
Council at the time.   

• Why would the Early Church have gravitated toward such a teaching? 

• Why wouldn’t the Church have addressed this doctrine if it wasn’t correct? 

The teachings about the Millennium takes an interesting turn when its ideas are adopted by 
those who carry the sword, the government.  Such was the case with Hitler’s Germany.  The 
Third Reich, they said, would last a thousand years.  Millennialist ideas contributed to the 
establishment of the state of Israel, and is behind some of the support that the United States 
provides to them. 

The kernel of truth… 

The belief in the millennium is based upon the words of Revelation 20:1-6.   

• According to these verses, what is going to happen for 1000 years? 

 

• Who is the angel?  What is the abyss?  What is the chain? 

 

• What is the main point of the first three verses? 

 

• What would seem to be the scary part? 

 

• What verse would seem to lend credence to those who believe in the rapture? 
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We stand by the principle of letting the Scriptures be our guide when it comes to interpreting 
other portions of the Scriptures.  With that in mind we would ask these questions:   

• Does the Bible teach that Satan will be rendered powerless? 

 

• Does the Bible teach that there are multiple resurrections? 

 

• Did the early Christian Church address the question of the resurrection? 
 

 

 

When it becomes the focus of one’s faith… 

How millennialism affects one’s faith may be determined by where one sees himself in the 
timeline to which he subscribes.  Take a few moments to go back to the timelines above and 
consider how faith is affected by it. 

• In taking the one-thousand years described in Revelation 20 literally, what must one do 
with the rest of the book? 

 

• Some millennialists hold to a mid-tribulation model, rather than the pre- or post-trib 
models show above.  As you read John 16:33, why might that make sense for some?  
What is the downfall of all of these? 

 

What our focus should be… 

Many of the questions from our last lesson about heaven, when we are going there, and how 
we might get there would still apply here.  But here are a couple to add to the list: 

• How wonderful would it be if Jesus were to establish a kingdom here?  What would it 
look like? 

 

• Can you imagine anything that would be more wonderful? 
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